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The National Historic Probate Project 

The National Historic Probate Project is a joint effort by FamilySearch, Ancestry.com, state and local 
courts, and archives throughout the United States. The goal is to improve access to historic probate 
documents, records critical to family history research that are largely inaccessible to the public today. These 
records, gathered in microfilm and other formats over the last fifty years, will be digitized and made 
searchable. When completed, the collections will be available to archives, courts, and the public on the 
FamilySearch.org and Ancestry.com websites.  
 
Key Elements of the Project 

• FamilySearch will create over 140 million digital images from microfilm and original paper records. 
• Ancestry.com will categorize each image by document type and create a name-searchable index to 

the more than 30 million probate cases represented by these images. 
• Records included in the project are probate case files, will books, and letters of administration. 

Divorce, adoption, guardianship, and other court proceedings will not be included in the project. 
• Records from all fifty-states are represented dating generally from 1800 – 1930. 
• The collection will be available free to the public on the FamilySearch.org website and shared with 

over two million family history enthusiasts on Ancestry.com. 
• Over $5 million of investment and thousands of hours of volunteer efforts are being contributed to 

this historic project. 
 
Benefits to Courts and Archives 

• All records will be preserved in a high-quality digital format for preservation. 
• Online access with an easy to use name-searchable index will be available, expanding access to these 

records for the public and those who serve them. 
• An archival copy of the digital images and name-index will be made available to archives and courts. 

 
Timeline 
 
Digitization activities will begin in early 2013. The overall project is anticipated to complete in stages 
through 2015. 
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About the Program Participants 
 

 
 
FamilySearch is a world leader in gathering, preserving and sharing historical records that document the life 
events of humankind. As a non-profit, non-commercial organization with more than 100 years of 
experience, FamilySearch works with thousands of government, church and private archives around the 
world to digitize and preserve their record collections at little or no cost. And because FamilySearch is an 
archive and memory institution, it understands the concerns of record sovereignty, provenance, and access 
control—issues that are important to archivists worldwide. 
 
 

 
 
Ancestry.com is the world’s largest online resource for family history. Since starting as a publishing 
company in 1983, the company has been a leader in family history for over 20 years and helped pioneer 
online family history research. Ancestry.com has tremendous experience digitizing and providing access to 
historical records with archive partners from around the world.  Highly adaptable digitization solutions have 
been developed with and approved by some of the most prestigious archives in the world.  Archive partners 
benefit from the global exposure of their collections; concurrently increasing access and aiding in 
preservation.   To date more than 10 billion records and over 500 million historic documents have been 
made available online—helping individuals make their own personal connection with history. 


